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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
F 

THE THREE AFFILIATED 'TRIBES 
F 

THE FORT BERTHOLD RESERVATION 

PREA,V111-E 

We. the _4ricka.ra. Gros Ventres, and Mandan Indians of the Fort 
Berthold Reservation. in North Dakota, eagerly embrace the 
opportunities for self-rule. and in order to enjoy the blessings of 
liberty and Justice: to intelligently protect our vested rights 
under existing treaties and the Constitution of the United States: 
to guarantee to our posterity a more hopeful future; to preserve 
and develop our real estate and resources: to promote 
educational efficiency for the enhancement of good citizenship; 
to promote the general welfare of the three tribes: to make 
possible a more hopeful. seifsustaining. and honorable living. 
socially and economically, do with deep coniiiiousness of God, as 
our sovereign, ordain and establish this Constitution for the 
Three Affiliated Tribes of this Reservation. 

ARTICLE I -JURISDICTION 

The Jurisdiction of the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort 
Berthold Reservation shall extend to all persons and all lands, 
including lands held in fee, v.-ithin the exterior boundaries of 
the Fort Berthold Reservation as defined by the Act of March 3, 
1891, (26 Stat. 1032) to all lands added to the Fort Berthold 
Reservation by Executive Order of June 17, 1892; and to such 
other persons and lands as may hereafter come within the 
jurisdiction of the Three Affiliated Tribes, except as otherwise 
ploviclecl by law. (As amended by Amendment Na. VII!, approved by the 

Set.retary of thc (nicrior's Maple on M3rch 11, 1985.) 
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TI-IREE AFFILIATED TRIBES 

HISTORICAL NOTE 
The ;nor Amide I in the inirial Indian Reorzanization Act tribal consthigion, as approved 

Se=ciary of the Interior on Jun 29. I9S6. provided u follows: 

ARTICLE 1 —TERRITORY 

The jaii-ttilc:icio' of die ?Atte Affiliated Tribes oi the fort Berthold Ieserydraa 
ikon wend to lAdhin Trial and Tribal ltAdr wilhfai die eaAffnee ofAO fort 
Berthold Reservation. as defined iA the wag of September .17. IA51; 14 tleal fan& 
outside of Nen boundaries; and IA :LA otAer twat. trithiit of withOla jteA 

liwActories, at Aare been or may be Aereofter added thereto 41Atitf any law of Ott 
United States. (seep as otherwhe provided by law, 

ARTICLE II -MEMBERSHIP 

SECTION 1. Membership. The membership of the Three 
Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation shall consist 
of: 

(a) All persons whose names appear on the membership of 
the Tribes as of October 2. 1974. 

(b) Any persons born before the effective date of this 
amendment and to any member of the Tribes who was a 
resident of the Reservation at the time of birth of said 
person. 

(c) All persons of at least 1/4 degree Indian blood of a 
federally recognized tribe provided at least 1/8 Indian blood 
be of of the Gros Ventre, Mandan and/or Arickara Tribes. 

SEC. 2. Dual Enrollment 
(a) Persons enrolled with another tribe and who have received 
benefits from such tribe in the form of land or payments shall 
not be eligible for enrollment with the Three Affiliated Tribes of 
the Fort Berthold Reservation, provided that inherited 
interests shall not be o.onsidered as being benefits. 

—2—
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(b) A person eligible for membership with the Three Affiliated 
Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation and another tribe shall 
relinquish whatever rights of membership he may hold In the 
other tribe as a condition to his enrollment with the Three 
Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation. 

SEC. 3. The Tribal Business Council shall have power to 
promulgate ordinances, subject to review by the Secretary of 
the Interior, governing future membership, the adoption of new 
members and the revision of the membership rolls from time to 
time as determined by such ordinances. 

HISTORICAL NOTE 
1975 Amendments. o‘hich a:c presently in efrect. made three changes as fallouts (1) 
Section 1 was adapted by A=C=Icifneni. No. v1; (ii) a new Section 2 was added by Ante:rime= 
Nn. =LI ain the former Section 2 was ren=bered at Section 3 by Areenctrocat No. VI. 
The three a:mood:merits were proved by the Secretary of the Interior's delegate. Area 
Di1C1101 Haricy D. Zephier. nu December 12.. 1975. 

The prior Article 11 wu in the initial Indian Reorganization Act CoonIrution approved 
by Om Secretary of the Interior. Harold L Ickes. ort Jurte 29. 1936. It TCACIS 13 follow 

ARTICI-E - AlEMBERSHIP 

SECTION 1. The membership of the Three Affiliated Tribe: of the Fort Berthold 
Neserraaon shall consist of all persons of /ndian blood ••.,hore names appear on the 
arcial census roll of the three tribe: as of Aprii I. 1935: and all children born to 
on, rumba of the tribes w.A0 is a resident of the reservation at the time of the 
birth ref said children. 

SEC. 2. The Tribal 13utzness Council shah' have power to promulgate ordinances. 
subject to review by the Secretary of the interior, governing future membership, 
at adoption of nrw .n:embers and the frii1l011 of the meenhership roils from dm, to 
tine as determined by such ordinance:. 

ARTICLE Iii. COVF_RN'ING BODY 
" 

SECTION 1. The governing body of the Three Affiliated Tribes of 
the Fort Berthold Reservation shall be known as the Tribal 

—3—
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Business Council. 

THREE AFFILIATED TRIBES 

SEC. Z. The Tribal Business Council shall consist of (7) 
members. The Chairman of the Tribal Business Council shall be 
elected at large by a majority of all of the votes cast for the Office 
of Chairman. The six (6) other Council members shall be elected 
from segments, one Council member .to be elected from each of 
the following segments by a majority of all of the votes cast for 
the office of Council representative from that respective 
segment; 

Whitzanekl. 
Win Buttes. 
New Town/ 

Little Shell 

Four Bears 
Parshall/ 

Lucky Mound 

1 representative 
1 representative 

.1 representative 
_I representative 

1 representative 

representative 

SEC. 3. The boundaries of the segments shall be described as 
follows: 

White Shield: That part of the Reservation starting at a point 
intersecting the eastern boundary and the McLean-Mountrail 
County line, thence westerly on that line to its junction with 
Hwy #37, thence southerly on that line to the thread of Deep 
Water Bay, thence along that thread to its junction with the 
thread of the Missouri River, thence southerly and westerly 
along the thread of the Missouri to the extreme southeasterly 
corner of the R6servation boundary, thence north 
approximately two miles, thence due west to the line of the 

-4-
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eastern bou.nclary, thence due north to the point of beginning. 

Twin Buttes: That part of the Reservation starting at a point at 
the confluence of the Missouri and Little Missouri Rivers. 
thence southwesterly along the stream of the Little Missouri 
to the southernmost border to a point on that line one mile 
beyond Dever Creek Bay, thence in a northeasterly direction 
to the thread of the stream of the Missouri River, thence 
northwesterly along that stream to the point of beginning. 

New Town/Little shell: That part of the Reservation starting at 
a point at the Junction of the thread of the stream of the 
Missouri River with the 48th parallel of north latitude, thence 
southward along the thread of the Missouri River to the thread 
of the Van Hook Arm, thence' northward along the thread of 
the Van Hook Arm to the thread of Shell Creek, thence 
northeasterly along the thread of Shell Creek. to its junction 
with the 48th parallel; ,thence due west along the 48th parallel 
to the point of Veginning. 

Mandaree: That part of the Reservation starting at a point at 
the junction of BIA Hwy #4 and the western boundary of the 
Reservation, thence due south to the thread of the Little 
Missouri River,, thence eastward and northward along the 
thread of the Little Missouri River, to the thread of the 
Missouri River, thence northward and westward along the 
thread of the Missouri River to the northern boundary of this 
segment, the northern boundari starting at the point of origin 
eastward along BIA 114 to the Junction of Hwy #22, thence along 
the line connecting the northern boundaries of Sections 32, 
33, 34. 35, and 36 of T. 151 N. eastward to the thread of the 
Missouri River. 

—5—
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THREE AFFILIATED TRIBES
,••••••• •ipm.•••••161 

Four Bears: That part of the Reservation lying within the 
northern and western Reservation boundaries with the thread 
of the Missouri River as the eastern boundary, the southern 
boundary being a line running eastward along BIA Hwy #4 to 
the junction of Hwy #22, thence along the northern boundaries 
of Sections 32, 33.34, .35 and 36 of T. 151 N. eastward to the 
thread of the Missouri River. 

ParshaLlaucky Mound: That part of the Reservation starting 
at a point at the junction of the thread of the stream of Shell 
Creek with the 48th parallel, thence southward along the 
thread of Shell Creek to the thread of the Van Hook Arm, 
thence southward on the thread of the Missouri River, to the 
thread of Deep Water Bay, 'thence easterly on a line to a point 
approximately one and one half miles due north to Hwy #37 
arid continuing along Hwy #37 to a point intersecting the 
McLean-Mountrail County line, thence easterly on that line to 
Its junction with the line of the eastern boundary. thence 
north on that line to the point at the junction of the 48th 
parallel, thence westerly on that parallel to the point of 
beginning. 
[M :Encoded by Marndriteot I , effective July 2. 1986 c banging referendum vote 
Spicmb I. 1970. Resolution No. 7049) 

SEC. 4. The Tribal Council shall have authority to change the 
segment boundaries, subject to the approval of the voters of 
the Reservation at any regular or special election. 

SEC. 5. Within three (3) days after the installation of the 
successful candidatiS for Council positions elected at the 
general election, the newly constituted Tribal Business Council 
shall meet and organize by electing a Vice Chairman, a 

—6—
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Secretary, arid a Treasurer from its own members; and from 
within or outside its own.members, it may elect or appoint a 
Sergeant-at-Arms and such other officers and, committees as 
it may find necessary. 

[This section amended by Amendment No. I. effective October 16. 1956 end further 
=Laded by Amendment No. M. effective September 10. 19744 

. SEC. 6. The members of the Tribal Business Council shall hold 
office until the next regular election and until their successors 
are elected or appointed and quslified. 

(As arnended by Amend:near No. 1. effective October 16, 19$6.) 

HISTORICAL NOTE 
The initial Article III of the Indian Reorganization Act Constitution approved by the 

San:ars of Me interior, Harold L Ickes. on June 29, 1936. reads u foIlowm 

ARTTCLE 111 —GOVERNING acipr 

SECTION I. ru Governing Body of the Three AfflIlared Tribes cif Lie Pao 
Berthold Reservation shall be Aarown as the Tribal Com—Aril. 
SEC. 2. The Tsibal Elialaess Council shall consist sea member: &cud 
from communities as follows: Nahu. 2 representatives: Elbowoods. 1: Shell 
Creel. 2: .e.:nue. 1: independence. 2: Little Missouri-Red Butt!. I: Seaver 
Crest. J. 
SEC. 3. Far the firs: election of a Tribal BlillAen COU4Cil, and until 
otherwise changed as provided herein. the boundaries of the communities 
Mall be decreed as follows: 

&Lax. - That part of the Reservation eon of Me Torrie Road and norih of Me 
Missouri River, to the Reservation line =nil arid !CUL 

FII•Ownfid• - West of he Mishit community. north and east of the ld'Issouri 
River. and sou:A of township 149 north. Ranges 89, 90. and 91 west. 

fazact. • Tow•uhip 149 north and ;antes 89 and 90 vont. 

Pill  Cleft. • Townthip* -1.50 north ord tanges 90, 91. 92, oad 93 weil- lying 
nob% and eon of the Missouri 

Indoinclence • That pan of Mt ReJervation lying west of the 

—7---
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and north of the Little Missouri River. 

LLLMir"ii.RedAIL= - Thal pan a/ the Reservanon lying South and east 
of the Little mistouri 'Mel and eXiendittt cal:ward to a AGink and J4liat !LW 
running through the Antelope Woman place. 

igaza Cad,. • That part of the Reservation south of she Missouri River. the 
west boundary being a north and south Iths running thraligh the Antelope 
Wontoa place. and extending eastward to the southeast cormr of the 
Reservation. 

SEC- d. Tit Tribal Business Council shall hare auMoriry to change ths 
community boundaries. subject to the approval of the voter: of the 
Reservation at any regular or special CleC:14,11. 
SEC. S. The first election of the Tribal Business Council shall be held within 
30 days after the adoption and approval of this COnStirlaioa, and shall be 
coiled and supervised by the Supenntendent of ths Reservation with, the 
cooperation of The present Tribal Business COnfinings. 

SEC. 6„ Withia 3 days after the PSI election of a Tribal Business Council, 
Mel Council shoji meet and organise by electing a chairman, a rice chairman. 
a secretary. and a treasurer from its awn member,, and from within or 
outside III Ova menthe's. it may elect or appetine a sergeant as arms and such 
Other officers and committees as it may find necessary. 
SEC. 7. The member: of the Pt: Tribal Business Council shall_rerve until she 
first rueselay in September 1938. and until their successor: are elected and 
qualified. 

AMENDMENTS: 
1956 Amendment 1 provided as follows: 

.Anicle III - GOVERNING BODY - of the consist:don shall be 
arceoded by striking Sec:ions 1 to 7 inclusive and subs:it:lung therefor the 
following: 

Aii77CLE 111 GOVERNING EDDY 

Section I. Tile governing body of the Three Affiliated Tribes of At 
fast Reethold Bejervalidn shall be te.r..rs as the Tribal Easiness Council. 

See. 2. The Tribal Business Council shall consist of 10 members 
elecied from Se:swill of the Relert'Otion OJ follows: 

Western Segment 3 Representatives 
Northern Segment RepresentatiVe 
Northrz:Uta le; -tent 1 Representative 
Easterz Segment 
Southern Segment 

3 RepresentaliVet 
2 Representative: 

Sec. 3. The boundaries of me sezntentI shall be described as follows: 
nfterm • Tdt parr of ;he re:emu:on bounded on EAU by the 

Garrison Reservoir and on the South by the Little Missouri River am of the 
Garrison Reservoir. 

-8-
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dr! tig s. • That part of the reservarion bounded Oa the West and 
South by the Garrison RestrVOit and on the earl by the Shell Creek arm of 
Me Garrison Reservoir. 

lin•thntstert • That pan of she reservotio* bounded on the West by 
the Shell Creek Alin of the Garrison Reservoir and an the South by the Lacty 
Mound Creek arm of the Garrison Reservoir. 

eau= • That pan of the reservation bounded OA the South and West 
by Me Cerrito,' Reservoir and on the West and North by the Lucky Mowed 
Creek Arli of the GarriJOA Reservoir. 

ifouther& - That pan of the reservation boarded o* the Notch by the 
GarnSon. Reservoir and on Me North and Wert by the Little Missouri Aber 
arm of the Garrison Reservoir. 

See. 4. The Tribal Business Council shall have the authority to 
change. the Itlintril boundaries. subject to the approval of the voters Of the 
reservation at any regular or special election. 

Sec. S. Within 3 days after the election for councilmen has been 
held. the newly elected Tribal Business Council shall meet and orgardee by 
elec:iog a chairman. 4 vice chainnaa. a secretary. and a MOSAIC, from les 
own member:: and from within or outride its own mernberr, it may eke: or 
appoint a Jerzeont as arms and such other officers ond committees as it may 
find necessary. 

See. 6. The members of the Tribal Business Council shall hold office 
wall the next regular election and until Melt sureersorr are elected or 
appointed and qualified. 

1970. Tbe 1956 scimitar boundaries were changed by 
[dem:slum vote ea September I, 1970 to read as follows; 

EfILL : That pars of the Reservation rtorthig or a point a: she junction of the 
%wet* boundary of the Reservorion with the -lath petrels! of north latitude. 
thence cost along the 48th parallel to the thread of the MILIOitri River 
channel. thence southerly and easterly along rut thread of she iffsiouri 
River. to she juncture of the thread of the Little Missouri, thence westerly 
farm...int the thread of the Little Missouri to Its juncture with the western 
boundary .line of the Reservation. thence northerly along that line to the 
point of beginning. 

gproiern• That pan of rhe Reser-radon ruining al a point at the Junction 
the thread of the tirrom of the Missouri River with Me eRM parallel of north 
fatitude. thence southward along the thread of the Missouri River to the 
thread of the Van Hook Arm. thence northward along Me thread of the Van 
Hook Arai to the thread of She)! Creel. thence northearrerly don the thread 
of Shell Creek to its ftincrian with Me 48th parallel. thence due west along 
the 48th parallel to the point of beginning. 

yorthe_oitern: That part of the Reset-ration starting 05 a point at the junction 
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of the thread of the stream of Shell Creek with the 4811. Pdro thence 
tou:kwerti along the thread of Shell Creek to the thread of the Van Hook AI.. 
thence southward OA the thread of the Van Hook Arm 10 the thread of the 
klUtouri River. then southward on the thread of the Missouri River to Ma 
thread of Deep Water flay, thence easterly in 4 line ie 4 ;OW 4Pprarifia1til 
1.14 miles due tows of North Dakota Highway Route 37. thence due north to 
that road and continuing along that highway route la a point iAlefftelinj the 
Melean-Mountrall CaunsY lines alanCA taller', Om tAal ilu to 112 juncture 
with the tem that iliVidel range: 87 and AS Wen. Merge north OA 11441 
a pains at MO jWAC1Ula of the 48th parallel. thence westerly on that parallel 
to the point of' heginning. 

e-nort• mai poet of the Reservation starring at a paint approximately 1.112 
miles due south of North Dakota Rattle J7. thence westerly to Me thread of 
the Deep Water Bay. thence along that thread to iu juncture with Me thread 
af the Missouri River, thence southerly and easterly along she thread of he 
Annouri to the estreine southeasterly corner of Me Reservation boundary, 
mime north approximately two miles. thence due we:: to Me line that 
&rides ranges ,gy and 88 West, thence WM On that line to its illACIUre with 
Oa McLean-Manama, County Mut. thence wet( OA that musty .11ne to Its 
juncture with Rowe 37, thence southerly along Routs 37 to a point when it 
curve: sharply to the west, thence due south from that pains until the paint 
of beginning. 

5*•-ttAern.: That part of the Reservation tinning as 4 point 41 the confluence of 
As Missouri and Little Missouri Rivers, thence soutdwesterty along the 
swami of the atte ,411ssouri to the southern-most border of he Reservation, 
theses eastward along that border to a point on that line one sae beyond 
Beaver Creek Bay. thence in a northeasterly direction to the thread 4 the 
mean of the mistoun River, thence northwesterly along that stream to Me 
paint of beginning. 

1971 Amendment 111 provided is follows: 
enions 2. 5 and 6 of Article in, GOVERNNG BODY. :hail be deleted and 

mixed by Sections 2(a). 2(b). 2(c) and 5 which shall read as foriones: 

S.= la'. The Tribal Business Council Mall 
large and ten (10) members elected on an at 
of the reservation as follows: 
Wevern Segment 
h'orthern Segment 
Northeastern Segment, 
Eastern Segment 
Southern Set:lie/a 

its., 21h1 While candidates far 

consist of a chairman elected at 
large basis to repretens segment: 

Reps esentatires 
I Representative 
1 tetpreseniativt 
3 Representatives 
2 Repreltniorivel 

each ol ltn Counfti member 
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(reoretenla:ive.1) milli qualify on the basis of the segment they propose la 
reputes:, airy, as well as candidotes for the office of chairman. Mail be 
subject ta oa election opts tO all qualified Voter1 on a 'CUM:Ulan-Wide ball'. 
inclutling those entitled to vote by ebsentee ballot, 
la segments where there are three (3) representatives, the three (3) qualified 
candidates from each nigh Setnieht reeeiyini Me highest lumber of vote: 
shall be declared elected. 
la die segment where Mere are two (2) representarives. the two (2) qualtned 
candidate: tereiviar the hit he:: lumber of votes 'hall be declared elected, 
Is retinenu where there is only one (I) representative. the one (I) qualified 
candidate fram each such segment receiving the hishen mother of votes shall• 
be declared elected. 

Sic_lfel. The chairausn of the Tribal 131.11neIS Council shall be elected at 
large by a majority of all votes Call fog she dace of chairman. If no candidate 
for dolmens receives a majority of the votes can for Mar peke at die general 
&Woo. a special run-off election shall be held between Me IW1 (21 

candidata which received the highest number of votes as the general election 
The candidate reCtiVlite Me highest numbet of votes at the special run-off 
election shall be declared elected as adman. 

See. J. Within three (.3j days after the installation 41 the successful 
candidates for council posittans elected at ikesesterai election. the newly 
constituted Tribal Business Council shall meet and organise by electing • vice 
chatraaa. a secretary, and a treasurer from Its as members: and from within 
of Otosids its owa members. it ince elect or appoint 4 eergedisl 41 etrin1 end.
Jicek other officers and commilteet as is may find seceisafp. 

Irfolp•mmaimal l•••• 

ARTICLE IV - NOMINATIONS AD ELECTIONS 

SECTION 1. All elections shall be by secret ballot. 

SEC 2.(a). Any member of the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort 
13erthold Reservation, who is eighteen (18) years of age or over, 
shall be eligible to vote at any Tribal election, 

rills section amended by Amendment No. I. effective October 16. 1966, and further 
mended by Anier.d.ment N. IV, elective September 10, )9744 

SEC. 2(b). For the purpose of voting in Tribal Business Council 
elections exclusively, any eligible voter of the Three Affiliated 

—1]—
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Tribes, whose place of legal residence is located outside the 
exterior boundaries of the Fort Berthold Reservation on the 
date of an election. shall return to the Reservation in order to 
vote in the election and shall register to vote and cast his ballot 
at the appropriate segment polling place on the date of the 
election. 

In the initial election actually voted in subsequent to the 
effective ;late of this Amendment, each such nonresident 
eligible voter shall be entitled to vote at the polling place located 
In the segment of his choice: provided, however, that such 
choice of segment shall be binding upon such nonresident 
voter in subsequent elections, until such time as he has 
established and maintains legal residence on the' Fort Berthold 
Reservation in a different segment on the date of any 
subsequent election. 

1.14.1 *mended by knendtactit XI, ciTeclive July I. 1986,1 

SEC. Nal. The general election of the Tribal Business Council 
shall be held on the Tuesday next after the fii-st Monday in 
November in every even numbered year. In the event, however, 
that the general election cannot be held on said date, the 
election shall be held on a date designated by the Tribal 
Business Council, which date shall be within a period of thirty 
(30) days from the day heretofore specified. 

In case of a tie vote for any position on the Tribal Business 
Council in a general election, such that a qualiRed candidate for 
such position is .not elected, a special runoff election shall be 
held between the tied candidates. The candidate who receives 
the higher number of votes in the special runoff election shall 

-J2-
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be declared elected to such position. 

In case of a tie vote in a runoff election for any position on the 
Tribal Business Council. a second runoff election shall be held 
between the two (2) tied candidates for such position and the 
candidate who secures the higher number of votes cast in the 
second runoff election shall be declared elected to such 
position. In the case of a tie vote in the second runoff election, 
the two (2) tied candidates shall draw straws in a special 
lottery conducted by the tribal election board for the purpose of 
determining which candidate shall be declared elected to the 
position. 
IA' =ended by Amendment XII. effective July 2. MUM 

SEC. 3()). A primary election shall be held for each vacant 
position on the Tribal Business Council. which election shall be 
held on the Tuesday next after the third Monday in September 
In every even numbered year. In the event, however, that, 
pursuant to the authority granted in Section 3(a) of this 
Article, the Tribal Business Council should extend the date of 
the general election beyond the Tuesday next after the first 
Monday in November in a particular election year. the date on 
which the primary election will be held in such year shall be 
likewise extended for the same period as the general election 
has been extended. 
(As =need by Amendment XII. effective Idly 2.. 1516.) 

SEC. 3(c). The two (2) quslified candidates for each position on 
the Tribal Business Council, for which an election is being held, 
who secure the highest number of votes in the primary election 
shall stand for electibn in the ensuing general election. In the 
event, however, that any one qualified candidate for a 

—13—
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• particular Position on the Tribal Business Council should 
secure a majority of the votes cast for such position in the 
primary election, such candidate shall be declared elected to 
such position at the primary stage of the election and a general 
election shall not be held for such position in that election year. 
CM attended by A ndrnn XII. eiTectivc July 2, 1986.1 

SEC..3(c)..NotiCe of each primary and general election to be held 
in a respective election year shall be given by the Secretary of 
the Tribal Business Council to each eligible voter of the Three 
Affiliated Tribes at least thirty (30) days previous to the date 
on which the primary election is to be held. which written 
notice shall set forth the respective locations, dates, and times 
of both the primary and general elections. In the event. 
however, that the Secretary of the Tribal Business Council 
should fail to give the requisite notice in a timely manner as 
prescribed herein. the Secretary of the Interior, upon receipt of 
a petition signed by at least ten (10) percent of the eligible 
voters of the Three Affiliated Tribes, shall call such elections 
and give at least twenty-five (25) days notice to each such 
eligible voter, wherein are set forth the respective locations, 
dates, and times of both the primary and general elections. 

IM =ended by Amendment X1L effective ltdy 2, 1986.) 

SEC. 3(e). For the purpose of the 1986 Tribal Business Council 
election, the respec live terms of office of each of the incumbent 
members of the Council shall expire upon the installation of 
those persons duly elected in the 1986 Council election. Each 
of the seven (7) positions on the Tribal Business Council shall 
be elected. In the 1986 election. The three (3) segment 
representatives elected to the Council in the 1986 election by 
the fi rst, second. and third highest proportionate percentage 

—14—
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of votes cast in the respective segments and the person elected 
to the Office of Chairman shall each serve a four (4)-year term 
of office, each of which shall expire in 1990 upon the election 
and instPllation of the successors to such position, unless any 
such Council member is unable to serve throughout such term 
as provided for in Article V. Section 1. In the event that two (2) 
segment representatives elected to the Council should secure 
the same third highest proportionate percentage of votes, 
such tied Council members shall draw straws in a special 
lottery conducted by the tribal election board for the purpose of 
determining which of such members shall serve a four (4)-year 
term. The remaining three (3) segment representatives elected 
to the Council shall each serve a two (2)-year term, each of 
which shall expire in 1988 upon the election and installation of 
the successors to such positions, unless any such Council 
member is unable to serve throughout such term, as provided 
for in Article V. Section 1. 

In the 1988 Tribal Business Council election and in the Council 
elections held every second year thereafter, three (3) segment 
representatives shall be elected to the Council. each of whom 
shall serve a four (4)-year term. The term of office of the 
Chairman of the Council shall expire in 1990, upon the 
election and installation of the successor to such office, and 
every four (4) years thereafter. The duly elected Council 
member shall serve for the respective specified terms of office, 
each of which term shall commence upon the installation of 
the elected Council member pursuant to Article I. Section 4 of 
the Bylaws of the Three Affiliated Tribes and shall expire upon 
the installation df the successor to such Council position. 
unless such Council member is unable to serve throughout 
such term, as provided for in Article V. Section 1. 

—15—



SEP-10-2007 MON 03:21 PM FAX NO, P. 03 

THREE AFFILIATED TRIBES 

15ecuon ?CO ar1e.ed by Amendment X. cfremive July 2, 19864 

SEC. 4. Special elections may be called by a two-thirds Vote of 
the Tribal Business Council in favor of such special election, or 
by a petition signed by at least 10 percent of the qualified 
voters of each community as provided in Article VIII. 

SEC. 5. All elections shall be held under the supervision of the 
Tribal Business Council or an election board appointed by that 
Council. and the Tribal Business Council or the election board 
appointed by it, shall make rules and regulations governing all 
elections, and shall designate the polling places and the 
election officers. 

SEC. 6. In the first election after the adoption of this 
Amendment. any qualified voter of the Three Affiliated Tribes 
of the Fort Berthold Reservation who is a bona fide resident of 
one of the segments described herein may become a candidate 
to represent said segment on the Tribal Business Council by 
filing a notice of his candidacy with the Secretary of the Tribal 
Business Council at least afteen (15) days before the election 
In which he is to be a candidate. In all succeeding elections, a 
qualified voter to be eligible to become a candidate must have 
resided in the segment he proposes to represent for a period of 
at least six (6) months next preceding the date of the election. 
At least ten (10) days before the election, the Secretary of the 
Tribal Business Council shall post the names of all candidates 
in each voting community. In the event that any community 
has no qualified candidate, as provided herein, such 
community may nominate one or more candidates by petition, 
signed by at least ten (10) qualified voters of such community. 

(As aelv:deci by A rTenctment No. I, eifective Oc:ob.ct 16, I956.) 
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Any qualified voter cf the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort 
Berthold Reservation who is a bona fide resident of one of the 
segments described herein may become a candidate for the 
office of Tribal Chairman by filing a notice of candidacy with the 
Secretary of the Tribal Business Council at least fifteen (15) 
days before the election in which he is to be a candidate. 
we paragraph added to Section 6 by Amendment No. IX effective September 10. 19743 

HISTORICAL NOTE 
The ieitig Anicte IV of the Indian Rearsanisation Act Constitution approved by the 

Secretary of the Interior. Harold 1— Ickes. on Noe 29. 4936. leads as foilov= 

£EC770N 1. All elections shall be by secret ballot. 
SEC 2. Any member of the Three Affiliated Ttibet of the Fort Berthold 
Retervadon. who 11 eighteen 1211 Yeats of oge or over, shall be entitled to 
vole or any election as which he or she appears ut the polls in kit or her 
eammuniry dtnn official voting hours on election day. 
SEC. 3. The regular election of a Tribal Business Council shall be held an the 
fir:: Tuesday of September in even numbered years. beginning with 1911. 
SEC. 4. Special ekctions may be called by a two.thircis rote of As Tribal 
Business Council in favor of such special election. or by a petition signed by 
at least 10 percent of the qualified Valet,' of each community as provided la 
Article Viii. 
SEC. S. All elections :hal) be held under the supetvition of the Tribal 
Business Council or an election board Appoimed by that Cotuscil. and the 
Tribal Bu:.:nest Cornett or the election boatd appointed by Ii. shall make 
rulet and regulations governing all elections. and shall designate the polling 
places and the electiom officers. 
SEC. 6. Any qualified voter of the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort 
Berthold Rerervarion wAo LI 21 years of age or overt map become a candidate 
for the Tribal hstsiness Council by fang a notice of Ail candidacy with the 
Setretary of Me Tribal Busincrs Council an kart fifteen (IS) day: before The 
election in whkh he is to be a candidite. At least ten (103 days before Me 
election. the Secretary of the Tribal Businers Council shall post the nowt of
all eandida:ti in each voting Community. In the event that any commwilly has 
no qualified candidate. o.; provided herein, such community may Ii0111110U 

ant or inOrt candidates by petition. iigned by at kali ten (10) qualified 
voten of Judi community. 

4 

1956. Arnendme:a 1 approved by Secretary of the Interior Red A. Seven op October lb. 
1956 leads ss follows: 

Amick IV - NONI1NA-TIONS AND ELECTIONS - Sers!oos 2, 3 and 6 of she 
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constitution shall be :mended to rezd as follows: 

ti ny member of di e met Affiliated Tribes of the fort Berthold 
Neserrotion. ue110 ix 21 years of ,age or over. than be entitled to rote at aAy 
tie:lion. 

ILL,Li.1.1, Absentee baliou bill be furnished to any enrolled mare:ideal 
member of the tribes upon request to The tribal lecretai7 rustle 10 dart 
befog, the election. The ballot mutt be rentrned to and reach the tribal 
tecretary on or before the date of the election in order tAal lt miry be 
counted. 

Not less than 20 day: Aar Mare than 30 days after the date on iwkIck 
this amendment becomes effective 01 election shall be Add. Al said election 
teplesentames to The Tribal Butiness Council from the segments at 
described herein shall be elected to serve unlit September 1958. Thereafter. 
the regular erection of a Tribal Business Council shall be held on the fins 
Tuesday of September in eves numbered years. 

111..021. Woke of leplar elections than be give* by the secretary of the 
Tribal Biair.ess Council "oho shall give to all enrolled numbers of the tribe 
JO days node, of the time and place of mg regular election. In lite neat Mit 
tribal secre:ary :hall fall to evc the appropriate notice, or tn case I regular 
eketron hat not been held. the Secretary of the Interior. upon the receipt af 
petition signed by at ken 30 percent of the adult snonberz of the tribe. shall 
call such election and give. 2$ days notice. seizing the time and place. 

Sec. 6. In the first election also the adoption of Mit amen:bunt any 
qualified voter of the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fart Berthold 
ReUrvatian *ha Is a bane J7dt resident of one of Me segment: described 
herein may became a candidate 14 represent taid :ClintAl OA liii Tribal 
Sallacas CalinCil by filing a notice of his candidacy vdtk Me Secretary of she 
Tribal Business Council at least 15 day: before the ekction Li. 'Aid he Is to 
be candidate. In all succeeding deviant a qualified voter to be eligible to 
become a candid's:: mull have resided In the segment he propose: is 
represent for ,a period of al least .111 m0Athi Agit preceding the date of the 
election. At least JO days before the election. the Secretary of the Tribal 
BA114111 Council shell ;as: the names of all candidates In each YOthil 
community. in the event that any COIAInunily has no qualified candidate. a: 
provided herein, such community may nombiale one or more candidates by 
petition. :wed by at least 10 qualified voters of jiuck COrrunlatiii. 

1974. Amendment 111 approved by Actirtg Deputy Commissioner of Indian Al-fairs 

Raymond V. Butler on Octolxr 21, 1974 declaring the 3mendmcnt to be effective on 
September 10, 1974 reads as follows: 

Section 54) of Articic IV, NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS, shall be amended 
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to read at (ollows: 

!tr....U.11 The regular eleezian to fill all vacancies an she Tribal (Wines: 
Council shall be held an the third Tuesday of September in evea numbered 
years or. in the event the election cannel be Iteki On said date. on a date 
desigaated by the Tribal 8aiIte.11 Council which skill be within thirty (30) 
days of the date heretofore specified. 

Al Ms Sepumbet, 1974 electian the five (5) candidates elected receiving As 
highest number of votes and the successful ecuulldate for Chi:31,144 shall 
rerVC four-year terms. or until their Successors are duly 'elected and 
levant d. 

le eases of a de berween elected candidates. those tied candidata shall draw 
liravir in a special tottery conducted by the tribal eleCtiO4 board to 
determine which d le czed candidate :hag serve 4 four-year term. The 

- temaining five (5) candidates elected to the Tribal Business Council shall 
serve two. year terms. Thereafter. PVC (5) representatives shall be elected 
every second year to serve four-year terms. The term of office far chairman 
shall expire in 197$ and every jOUr (4) years thereafter. Is each instance, 
iis above officials shall serve for the specified term or until their 
JVCCeriOrr are duly elected and installed. unless earlier removed from 
office. 

le ease of a tie vote for any position an the Trawl Business Council such that 
lif qualified leprestAtaaVe. or reptesentativet. Iron. %Mal faltieakir 
ititneal U. or ore. not elected, a special run-off elecsiete shall be held 
between the tied candidates for that position on ihs Tribal Business Council. 
ii swhic.h all qualified voting members of the Three Affiliated Tears shall be 
eligible to vote. The candidate or candidates receiving the highest number of 
baur in the special run-off election shall. le order of vote. be declared 
elected 14 fill the vaeant position or positions on the Tribal Business 
Council. 

Is the cote of a tit vote in two (2) consecutive special nus-off election: held 
between the gine ilea candidates for a particular position on the Tribal 

Council. those candidate: shall draw maws in a special lottery 
conducted by the tribal election board to determine which candidate shall 
fin the position on the Tribal Business Council. 

Scaion 6 of Ankle 1V, NONINAT1OS5 AND ELECTIONS, shall be amended by 
srlding to it the following paragraph: 

„ 4 
Any qualified voter of the Three Affilioted Tribe: of the For: Berthold 
Reservalian who is a bona fide resident of one of the segments described 
herein may become a candidate for the office of leibal chairman by filing a 
nada of candidacy s.iih she Sectciary of the Ttibal Businzss Council at least 
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gleen e.sys before she election in wAicA A LI ro be a cartdietate. 

1971. Amendment IV' approved by Actin, Deputy Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
Raymond V. Euie o Octoloer 21. 1971 &dull:1g the amendment to be effective on 
September IO. 1971 reads as follows: 

AMENDMENT IV 
Sectibu 2fa) of Article IV. NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS. 31:41 be amended 
to read u follows: 

Ist. Val MY meinberqf dur TAftg onaled rdbez ci am t on &lewd

Reierv=0A.wAo Ls efiAteen (Id) year: of age or over. shall be eligible 0 
rote at any tribal election. 

••••••=m•••• ••• ••• 

ARTICLE V - VACANCIES AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE 

SECTION 1. If a Council member or officer shall die, resign, or 
be permanently removed from the Reservation, or be removed 
from office for cause, the Council shall have full authority to 
appoint a qualified Tribal member from the segment where the 
vacancy occurs to serve the unexpired term of said member or 
office. 

However, in case the Chairman's position becomes vacant due 
to the Chairman's death. resignation, permanent removal 
from the Reservation or removal from office for cause, the 
unexpired term of the Chairman shall be filled by a member of 
the Council, selected by a majority vote of the Council. In that 
Instance, the Council shall promptly appoint, as herein 
provided, to fill the vacancy created by a Council member 
assuming the Chairman's position. 

SEC. 2. The Tribal-Business Council may remove a member for 
cause by five (5) or more members voting for such removal, but 
before any vote is taken on the matter, such member shall be 
given an opportunity to answer any and all charges at a 
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designated meeting of the Council. and the decision of the 
Tribal Business Council shall be final as to the removal or 
retention of such member. 

SEC. 3. The Tribal Business Council shall, within one (I) year of 
the date of approval of this Section. enact an ordinance setting 
forth what constitutes cause for the removal of a Council 
member pursuant to Section 2 of this Article. 

HISTORICAL NOTE 
The initial Article V of the Indian Reorganizatioo Act Coostitution approyed by the 

Secretary of the Laterior. Harold 1— fetes. on June 29. 1936. reads as followc 

ARTICLE V — VACAVCIES AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE 

SECTION I. If a council merr-ber shall die. permanently remove from 

the reservation. or be removed for caws. the Council shall declare rude 

position vacant and shall elect to fill the unexpired term from a WI qi names 

recommended by a petition _signed by a majority of the voters of as 

community in which eke race:icy occurs. and provided that the fiction eleatol 

or appointed by the Tribal Business Council to fill the unexpired term shell 

be a residtnt of the conustuniry in which the v0e04Cy occurred. and otherveitee 
eligible for the ofrize. 
SEC. The Tribal liusincts Council (nay expel a member for casts: by seven or 

MatC me.rrers voting for st.Lch expulsion. bus before any vote Is taken 04 tie 
ma::er. 1144 be :1174 an o;:portuniry to alL110C1 any and ail 
charges at a designated (Fueling of The Council. and the decision of the Tribal 

Business Council shall be fi nal di 10 czpulsion or Itleltt1011 of such member. 

hoseodments7 
Sera= I was amended by Amendment No. 111. effective September 10. 1974. as it 
presently ppeais above. 
Sections 2 and 3 of Article V v.ere amended as show abcrve by Ansendment IX. effective 
July 2, 1916. 

ARTICLE Vi- POWERS 

SECTION 1. The' three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold 
Reservation, acting through their Tribal Business Council. 
shnit have the powers granted by this Article: but any power 
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exercised through that Council shall be subject to a popular 
referendum as provided by this Constitution. 

SEC. 2. The exercise of the powers granted by this Constitution 
Is subject to any limitations imposed by the statutes of the 
United States or by this Constitution and Bylaws. 

SEC. 3. The people of the Fort Berthold Reservation hereby 
grant to the Tribal Business Council of the Three Affiliated 
Tribes all necessary sovereign authority — legislative and 
judicial — for the purpose of exercising the jurisdiction granted 
by the People in Article I of this Constitution. Further. the 
People hereby authorize the Tribal Business Council to 
delegate to the Tribal Court such judicial power and authority 
as may be necessary to realize the jurisdiction granted by the 
People in Article I of this Constitution. 

SEC. 3(a). To present and prosecute any claims or demands of 
the Three Affiliated Tribes, and to assist members of the Tribes 
In presenting their claims or grievances before any court or 
agency of government. and to employ legal counsel: the choice 
of counsel .and fixing of fees to be subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

SEC 3(b). The People of the Three Affiliated Tribes, in order to 
achieve a responsible and wise administration of this 
sovereignty delegated by this Constitution to the Tribal 
Business Council, hereby specifically grant to the Tribal Court 
the authority to enforce the provisions of the Indian .Civil 
Rights Act, 25 U.S.C. 1301, et seq., including the award of 
injunctive relief only against the Tribal Business Council if it is 
determined throu&h an adjudication that the Tribal Business 
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Council has in a specific instance violated that Act. 

SEC. 4. Any resolution or ordinance which, by the express 
requirements of federal law, is subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of the Interior, shall be presented to him, and he 
shall, within ten (10) days thereafter, approve or disapprove 
the same. 

[Article VI - Powers. Sections 1 througb 4 tmended by Amendment No. VIII, effective 
Mud II. 1985.; 

SEC. 5. The Tribal Business 'Council shall have the following 
powers. the exercise of which shall be subject to popular 
referendum as hereinafter provided in this Constitution. 

(a) To manage all economic affairs and enterprises of the Three 
Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation in accordance 
with the terms of a charter to be issued to them by the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

(D) To create and maintain a Tribal Business Council fund by 
accepting grants or donations from any person. State. or the 
United States, or by income from the Tribal enterprises, or by 
levying assessments of not less than 10 cents and not to 
exceed $1 per year per capita on the qualified voters of the 
Three Affiliated Tribes, and to require the performance. of labor 
in lieu thereof, provided the payment of such per capita levy 
shall be-made before any person shall vote in any election held 
more than 6 months after the date of said levy. 

, 
(c) To administer any funds or property within the exclusive 
control of the Ti-ibes to make expenditures from available Tribal 
funds for public purposes of the Tribes, including salaries or 
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other remuneration of Tribal officials or employees. Such 
salaries or remuneration shall be paid only for services 
actually rendered. All expenditures from the Tribal Business 
Council fund shall be by resolution duly passed by the Council 
to such effect, and the amounts so paid shall be matters of 
public record at all times. 

(d) To negotiate with the Federal, State and local governments 
on behalf of the Tribes, and to advise and consult with the 
representatives of the Interior Department on all activities of 
that Department that may affect the Fort Berthold 
Reservation. 

(e) [Suicken by Amendment So. IL effer-ive Decemba 22. 19614 

(f) To advise the Secretary of the Interior with regard to all 
appropriation estimates or Federal projects for the benefit of 
the Three Affiliated Tribes prior to the submission of such 
estimates or projects to the Bureau of the Budget and to 
Congress. 

(g) To purchase land of members of the organization under 
condemnation proceedings in courts of competent jurisdiction. 

(h) To regulate the inheritance of real and personal property, 
other than allotted lands, within the territory of their 
jurisdiction. 

(i) To make assignments and leases of Tribal lands. and 
otherwise to manage Tribal lands, interests in Tribal lands, 
and property upon such lands, in conformity with Article IX of 
this Constitution. 
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(j) To protect and preserve the property, wildlife, and natural 
resources of the Tribes; to regulate hunting and fishing on all 
lands within the jurisdiction of the Tribes: and to cultivate and 
preserve native arts, crafts, culture, ceremonies and traditions. 

HISTORICAL NOTE 
Aniele VI - Power:. .S.. eticu 5 (3) wu unaided by Amend:cent VIII. effective March 

1913. The prior subsection (I) reads u follows: 

10 To prolest and preserve the properti, wild*. and natural tl.falltetS of tke 
tribes: to egulau hundng and .11511111g an tribal J6ndt and to culilvats and 
preserve nadve att. crates. culture. ceremonials. Qrsti 

(k) To make recommendations to the Superintendent of the 
Fort Berthold Agency, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, or 
the Secretary of the Interior, concerning the appointment and 
removal of employees assigned to duty of the Fort Berthold 
Reservation. 

(I) To adopt resolutions regulating the procedure of the Tribal 
Business Council and other Tribal agencies and Tribal ofilcials 
of the Reservation. 

SEC. 6. Likewise subject to popular referendum, the Tribal 
Business Council may exercise such further powers as may in, 
the future be delegated to the 'Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort 
Berthold Reservation by the Secretary of the Interior or by any 
other duly authorized offlcial or agency of government. 

SEC. 7, Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Three 
Affiliated Tribes of The Fort Berthold Reservation, but not 
e.xpressly referred to in this Constitution, shall not be 
abridged by this Article, but may be exercised by the people of 
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the Fort Berthold Reservation through the adoption of 
appropriate Bylaws and Constitutional amendments. 

HISTORICAL NOTE 
The ioitial subsection (c) of Article VI of the Indies Reorganization Act Constitution 

approved by the Secretary of the Interior. Huold Ickes. on Juno 29, 1936, which ins 
stricken by amendment 13 on December 22. 1961, reads u Mows: 

(c) To approve or veto any tale, ditpotition. it axe, of encumbrance of tribal 
lands. inherent In lands or other tribal GUMS. whick way be autharherg or 
accused by any authorited official or agency of the Government. provided 
that ftsi tribal loads snail ever be told or encumbered. leased for o period 
acceding 5 year:. except that mineral lands may be leased by the Tribal 
Bittine3S COLIneil for such longer periods as may be provided by law. 

NO ARTICLE VII) 

ARTICLE VW • REFERENDUM 

Upon a petition signed by at least 10 percent of the qualified 
voters of each community, demanding a referendum on any 
proposed or enacted ordinance or resolution of the Tribal 
Business Council. the Council shall call an. election and the 
vote of a majority of the qualified voters voting in such 
referendum shall be binding upon the Tribal Business4Council, 
provided that at least 30 percent of the eligible voters shall vote 
in such referendum. 

ARTICLE LX- LAND 

SECTION 1. The Tribal Business Council shall have authority 
to manage and lease or otherivise deal with Tribal lands and 
resources in accordance with law and to prevent the sale, 
disposition, lease or encumbrance of Tribal lands, Interest In 
lands, or other Tribal assets. 
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SEC. 2. Tribal lands, The unallotted lands of the Fort Berthold 
Indian Reservation and all lands which may hereafter be 
acquired by the Three Affiliated Tribes or by the United States 
In trust for the Three Affiliated Tribes, shall be held as Tribal 
lands and no part of such lands shall be mortgaged1 sold, or 
ceded, except as permitted by law and then only with the 
consent and approval of the Secretary of the Interior. Tribal 
land shall not be allotted to individual Indians but may be 
assigned to members of the Three Affiliated Tribes, or leased, 
or otherwise used by the Tribes as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 3. Leasing of Tribal land — (a) Tribal land may be leased by 
the Tribal Business Cou.ncil. with the approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior, for such periods as permitted by law. (b) 
Grazing permits covering Tribal lands may be issued by the 
'Mal Business Council. with the approval of the Secretary of 
the Interior, for such periods of time as permitted by law. 

SEC. 4. Assignments of Tribal Land — (a) The Tribal Business 
Council may by ordinance, approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior, provide for granting and tenure of assignments of 
Tribal land to members of the Tribes. (b) Any member of the 
Tribes who owns an allotment or any share of heirship land or 
patent-in-fee land may voluntarily transfer his interest in 
such land to the Tribes in exchange for an assignment to the 
same land or for other land of a proportionate share in other 
Tribal assets. 

SEC. 5. Use of Unassigned Tribal Land — Tribal land which is 
not leased or assigned, including Tribal timber lands, shall be 
managed by the Tribal Business Council subject to the 
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approval of the Secretary of the Interior, for the benefit of the 
members of the Tribes. 

SEC. 6. Acquisition of Land by Tribe — The Tribal Business 
Council of the 'Three Affiliated Tribes is hereby authorized and 
empowered to acquire by purchase, exchange of Tribal land. 
relinquishment, or otherwise any lands or interests in land for 
and on behalf of the Three Affiliated Tribes under such terms 
as may be agreed upon provided the acquisition is approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior. 

HISTORICAL NOTE 
Aniete IX — LAND was amended in its entirety by Amendment No. IL effective December 
22. 1961. The initial Article IX of the Indian Reorganization Act Constitution Approved by 
the SeretarT of the Interior. Harold L. Ickes. on June 29. 1936. reads as follows: 

AR77CLE IX — LAND 

SECTION 1. Allotted lands. Including he  land:, within the Fail 
Berth old Rctervadan shell continue to be held as heretofore by their Prenat 
owner:. 18 i: recognized that Wide,  (Xining IOW Aga fon* 017 be 
Wailed by the bars of the present owner. whether or ofe lumber,' 
of the Three Affiliated Tribes. Lilewise it is recognised that under existing 
laws the Secretary of the Interior may. i:: his discretion. remove restrictions 
upon such land. upon application by the Indian owner, whereupon the land 
will become subject to State taxes and may be mar:gazed Of told. The . right 
rbe individual Indian to hold or part with his land, as under =Wing law. 
shot! 1101 be abrogated by anything contained In this Constinaion. bus the 
owner of restricted land. may with the approval of the Secretary of the 
Interior.' VOluntarily convey hi: land to the Three Affiliated Tribe: either La 
exchange for 4 money payment or in ezzhange for an assignment covering the 

lam land. as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 2. The ;motioned lands of the For: Berthold Reservation and oil land,' 
which may herts:;ser be acquired by ihe Three Affiliated Tribe.: or by the 
United Stoles n trust for the Three Affiliated Tribes. shall be held a: tribal 
lands. and no part .of ,such land shall be mortgaged. said or ceded. Tribal 
1044 Jitali not be  to individual lndiant but may be assigned to 
member: of the Three Affiliated Tribes, or leased, or otherwise used by the 
Tribe:, as hereinafter provided. 

SEC. 3, In the haling of tribal lands or the grcroing of grating permits, 

—28--



SEP-10-2007 NON 03:25 PM FAX NO, P. 16 

••• 

INDIAN REORGANIZATION ACT CONSTITUTION 

Departmental gra:Ing regulations Shall be observed and no lease or permit 
shall be granted to a nonmember unless it shall appear that AO 1100 

cooperative association or" individual member of the Three Affiliated Tribes 
is able and willing to use the land and pay a reasonable fee for such we. 

SEC. C. lit any stencil:tid assign...runt of tribal lands which we ALM owned by 
the tribe or which may be hereafter purchased for the wibe by the Unita 
Data, or purchased by the tribe ow of tribal funds. preference shall be 
jive'. first. to members of the tribe who have been born since the allotbsose 
of land on the Fort Berthold Reservation and who have reached legal age anal 
desire so 'establish a home bat Ilan AO land or Interests tht land: anti second. 
to leads of families which have no allotted lands or interest: in rationed 
laas bur shall have already received assignments consisting of WI 111411 an 
economic unit of agriculluzoi land or other land or Interesu 14 land of equal 
value. Such economic unit shall be determined front dote to time by Ms 
Tribal ButinelS Council. No allotted member of the tribe who may hereafter 
have she restrictions upon his land removed and whose land may thereafter 
be alienated shall be eneitled to receive an assignment of land at a landless 
! diem_ 

Tim Tribal Business' Council may if it sees fit. charge a reasonable fee 
based upon the value of the land at the time of approval of an assignment 
/Plod: ander this section-

Assignment: made under this section :hall be for the primary ,W;are of 
establishing homes for landless Indian:. and Shall be known as 'Slanders' 
assignment. 

sec. S. if any member of the tribe holding a standard arrignmens of land 
IhOIL foe a period of two (2) years. fail to use the land so assigned or shall 
We Agra 14 Ad for any unlawful purpose hit assignment may be canceled by 
the Tribal Business Council of:cr tfidc notice and an apportunitY no be heard. 
and the said land may be assigned in accordance with the provisions of 
recerut 4 of thLt Article. 

OVA the death of any Indian holding a 'standard assignment his heirs or 
other individuals designated by him, by will or written request, shall have a 
preference in the rrazsignment of the land. provided such persons are 
members of the Three Alllliated Tribes who would be eligible to receive 
"mallard" assignments. 

SEC. 6. iilliinalen1.1 under this tertian shall be mown as "eschanee ft
=lipase:its. Any trember of the tribe who 0.4•AS an allotment or any share of 
heirship land or potent-in-fee land may voluntarily transfer Ms interest in 
sucl land to the tribe in eichange for on assignment to the same land or 
other land of costal value. If The cssignee prefers, he may receive. Li lieu 01.
specific tract orliind. a proporiianaie share in a larger rasing unit. 

SEC. 7. '1E.r.change" atsiglLmcnrs may be used by the assignee or leased by him 
to Indian cooperative associations, to individual members of the tribe. or. V 
no kJ:Livid:mil Indian or Indian CooptraliVe association is able and willing to 
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rust the land at a reasonable fee. Juch assignment., may be feared tet *pa-

Indian:. in the same manner as allotted lands. 

SEC. 8. Upon the death of Me holder of any tletaAft aaijiLmelis. rir.1 14ad 
Mail be reassigned by the Tribal BILfinet: Council to his heirs or devisee: 
tubjeo to the following conditions: 

(a) Such /an& may not be reassigned to any heir or devisee who is uot e 
member of the There Affiliated Tribes. artist tAat a lIft assignment may be 
made to the turviving widower. widow. or child of he holder of Nth 
assignment. 

(b) Such lands . maya ace be reassigned to any heir or devisee who already 
holds more Man 320 we: of grazing land. or other land at iniereill in land 
of equal value. either lender allotment or under assignment. 

(ci Such land may not be subdivided among heirs or devisee, into mks too 

smell for convenient management. No area of grazing land Mall be subdivided 
true units smaller than one hundred and (160) Jar/ acres. and no argil oi 
irrigated land shall be subdivided into &Mkt mailer than forty (40) acre: 

ezeept that land used for buildings or other improvements may be divided to 
suit the convenience of the parties. Where it is impossibie to divide the land 
properly among the eligible heirs or devisees. the Tribal BUZinezt Council 
!hall isms to such heirs or &vireo grazing permits or interest la tribal 
lands Of the same value as the assignments qf the decedent. 

id) If there are no eligible heirs or devisees of she decedent, the hied Mail 
be eligible for reassignment In accordance with the provisions of tectioa 4 o/ 
lilt Attic*. 

SEC. 9. Improvements of any eharetter made upon assivied lands awry be 
bequeathed to and inherited by members of the Three Affiliated Traits 
under ruck regulations as the Tribal 'wines: Council shall ,praride. No 
pertne.neni impraverneral Shall be removed without the consent of Me 
Council. 

SEC. 10. Assignments may be eschanged between members of the Three 
Affiliated Tribes by common consent in such manner as Me Tribal Council 
Mall &agnate. 

SEC. 1l. Tribal land which is not leered or assigned, including tribal timber 
reserves, shall be managed by the Tribal Business Council for the benefit of 
Thembill of the entire tribe. and any cash income derived from such land 
shot acme to the benefit of The tribe as a whale. 

SEC. 12- Tribal !unlit in the United Slates Treasury may be tired. with Me 
conient of the Secretary of the interior, to acquire land, uncle, the following 
conditions: 

(a) Lona within the. Fah Berthold Reservation or adjacent to Me boundariat 
thereof. rscepting allotments Aot in heir4hip vow. may be purchased by or 
for the Three Affiliated Tribes. 

(b) Land owned by any member of the tribe who desires to leave the 
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reservolion PcmonentlY may be purchared by tht tribe under such term 41 
may be agreed upon. 

SEC. 13. Applicariona for assignments 4hall be filed with the Scarctar, ef 
Tribal 811,1114U COltisCii. and !hall be idi JCIdAt forth the name Cdf dii 
perlOn or persons applying for the knd and as accurate description of the 
land desired at the circumstances will permit. Notices of ail 
Imbed by Secretary shall be potted by Atm in the ageney office and La 
at lean three conspiosous placee La the district a which she road is locum, 
for not less Mani 20 days before action Is ta.Len by the Council. kay incatber 

Me tribe wishing ho oppose the granting of aa attignment shall do to hi 
writing. setting forth his objections to be filed with she Secretary of ski 
Tuba! Blaine:: Council. and may. if lte to desires. appear before the Tribal 
Stillness Council to present evident.. The Secretorrj of the Tribal 811.104411 
Council shall furnish Me Superintendent or other officer in charge of the 
pm7 a complete record of all at11011S keen by the rad all3144.1.1 Council 
Oa applications for assignments of land and a complete record df atsignnieaa 
than be Atm in the agency office and shall be open for inversion by 
members of the tribe. Form for assignments thall be prepared by the Tribal 
business Council. subject to approval by Me Scoraary of the interior. 

ARTICLE X -AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution and Bylaws may be amended by a majority 
vote of the qualified voters of the Tribes voting at an election 
called for that purpose by the Secretary of the Interior, 
provided that at Least thirty (30) percent of those entitled to 
vote shall vote in such election; but no amendment shall 
become effective until it shall have been approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior. It shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
the Interior to call an election on any proposed amendment 
when requested by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Tribal Council, 
or upon presentation of a petition signed by one-third (1/3) of 
the qualified voters., 

—31 — 
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BYLAWS 

ARTICLE I • DUTIES OF 
OFFICERS 

SECTION 1, The Chairman of the Tribal Business Council shall 
preside at all meetings of the Council and direct the work of Its 
officers. He shall appoint, subject to the approval of the council, 
such standing committees and special committees and other 
dicers as the business of the tribe may require. 

In the absence of the chairman from any regular council 
meeting or any special meeting regularly called, the vice—
chairman shall preside in his place. and he shall have all the 
privileges. duties, and responsibilities of the Chairman in his 
absence. 

SEC. 2.. The Secretary of the Tribal Business Council shall 
conduct all correspondence of the Council. shall keep all 
records. minutes of meetings. and an accurate roll of members 
by communities. He shall receive all petitions, applications and 
other papers and prepare them for the action of the Council. 
He shall promptly submit a copy of the minutes of each 
Council meeting to the Superintendent of the Agency. He shall 
perform such other clerical duties relating to the business of 
the Council as it may direct. 

SEC. 3. The Treasurer of the Tribal Business Council shall 
accept. receipt for, keep, .and safeguard all funds in the custody 
of the Council, whether they be Tribal funds or special funds 
for which the Council Is acting as trustee or custodian. He shall 
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deposit all such funds in a bank or elsewhere as directed by the 
Council and shall make and keep a faithful record of such 
funds, and shall report on all receipts and expenditures and 
the amount and nature of all fun.ds in his possession or 
custody to the Council at regular meetings and at such other 
times as requested by the Council. his reports to be in writing 
and matters of record. He shall not expend or otherwise 
disburse any funds in his possession or in the possession or 
custody of the Tribal Business Council except when he is 
authorized to do so by resolution duly passed by the Council. 
All checks shall be signed by the Treasurer and shall be 
countersigned by the Chairman of the Tribal Business 
Council. and all checks issued prior to July 1. 1940. shall be 
approved by the Superintendent of the Reservation. 

'The books and records of the Treasurer shall be audited at 
least once each year by a competent auditor employed by the 
Council, and at such other times as the, Council or the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs may direct The Treasurer 
shall be required to be under a surety bond satisfactory to the 
Council and to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

SEC. 4. The Tribal Business Council, or an election board 
appointed by it, shall certify to the election of the duly elected 
Council members within 3 days after the election, and the 
newly elected Councilmen who have been certified shall be 
installed at the first meeting of the Tribal Business Council 
thereafter, upon subscribing to the oath of office as follows: "I 
do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the 
Constitution of The' United States and the Constitution and 
Bylaws of the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold 
Reservation. and will faithfully and impartially discharge the 
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duties of Councilman to the best of my ability. 

SEC. 5. The duties of all- appointed committees and officers 
shall be clearly defined by resolution of the Council at the time 
of their appointment. and such committees and officers shall 
report from time to time as required by the Council, and their 
activities and decisions shall be subject to review by the Council 
at any time. 

ARTICLE II -SALARIES 

The Tribal Business Council may prescribe such salaries for 
Council members and Tribal officers appointed by the Council 
as it deems advisable, from such funds as may be available, 
provided that no compensation shall be paid to any Tribal 
officer out of any Tribal funds except by resolution duly passed 
and approved by the Council. and subject to popular 
referendum the same as other powers of the Council, and 
further provided that no compensation shall be paid to any 
Tribal officer out of Tribal funds under the control of the 
Federal Government except upon a resolution stating the 
amount of the compensation and the nature of the services 
rendered, and said resolution shall be of no effect until 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 

ARTICLE III - MEflNG OF COUNCIL 

SECTION 1. The regular meetings of the Tribal Business 
Council shall be held a.t such place as may be designated by the 
Tribal Business eciuncil, on the second Thursday of each 
month. 
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SEC. 2. Special meetings may be called by the Chairman or by 
any three Councilmen who -shall notify all members of the 
Council at least twenty-four .(24) hours before the time of 
convening such meeting unless a majority of the Council 
approves a shorter call in an emergency. 

SEC 3. Five (5) members shall constitute a legal quorum of the 
Tribal Business Council. 

SEC. 4. In the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman, If a 
quorum is otherwise present. the Secretary shall act as 
Chairman until a temporary Chairman is selected. 

SEC. 5. At the first meeting of a newly elected Tribal BusinesS 
Council. it shall establish by resolution a regular order of 
business such as: Roll call, reading of minutes of previous 
meeting. report of Treasurer, report of committees. iinfinNhed
business, new business, etc. 

FLISTORICAL NOTE 
The initial Arlicie III of the 1r.diaa Reorganization An COPSiillitiet2 Approved by the 

Secteilty ar the teteTior. Harold I... Ickes. on June 25, 1936, reads as follows: 

ARTICLE III — MEETING OF COUNCIL 

SECTION 1. The regular meetings of the Tribal B&W:Less Council Mall be held 
at Elbowoods. N. Dal.. 174 the second Thursday cf each month. 

SEC. 2. Special meetings may be called by the Chairman or by any three 
councilmen  who shall notify, all members of the council at kart twenty-four 
(24) hours before the time of cenvening such meeting unless a majority of the 
C04Acil Oppf0v4 a sharizr can in On Cfiltrjency. 

SEC. 3_ Seven members shall constitute a legal quorum of the Tribal Blain:xi 
Council. 
SEC. 4, ln the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman if a quorum is 
otherwise present, the "Secretary shall or: CS chairman until temporary 
chairman is selected. 
SEC. 3. At the first meeting of a newly elected Tribal Business Council. it 
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rAall otablish by resolution a regular order of bluinas such Roll coil. 
reading of minuses of previous meeting, report of Treasurer, report of 
committee:. unfinished business. ACV blainen. 

AMENDMENTS: 

SECTION 1 vu 
appears above. 

=coded by Amendment. Y. effective September 10. 1974.. In tesd u it 

.SECTION 3 eits einepded by Amendment IX. effective July 2. 19861 to mid U it appears 
abut. 

ARTICLE 1V • ADOPTION OF CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 

This Constitution and attached Bylaws. when adopted by a 
majority of the quaWled voters of the Arickara,- Gros Ventres, 
and Mandan Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation, voting at 
a special election called by the Secretary of the Interior. In 
which at least 30 percent of those qualified shall vote, shall be 
submitted to the Secretary of the Interior for his approval, and 
shall be in effect from the date of his approval. 

011••••• 

CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 

Pursuant to an order. approved March 11. 1936. by the 
Secretary of the Interior, the attached Constitution and ylaws 
was submitted for ratification to members of the Arickara. Gros 
Ventres. and Mandan Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation 
and was on May 15. 1936, duly ratified by a vote of 366 for. and 
220 against. In an election in which over 30 percent of those 
entitled to vote cast their ballots, In accordance with section 
16 of the Indian Reorgailization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 
984). as mended by the act of June IS. 1935 (49 Stat. 378). 

GEORGE W. GRINNELL 
Chairman of Election Board. 
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ARTFII.:E MANDAN, 
Chairman of the Business Council. 

PETER H. BEAUCHAMP 
Secretary 

W. R. BEYER. Superintendent. 
Harold L Ickes. the Secretary of the Interior of the United States of 

America. by virtue of the authority granted me by the act of June 18. 
1934 (48 Stat.. 980. as amended, do hereby approve the attached 
Constitution and Bylaws of the Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort 
Berthold Reservation. 

An rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the Interior 
Department or by the Office of Indian Affairs. so far as they may be 
incompatible with any of the prmisions of the said Constitution and 
Bylaws are hereby declared inapplicable to the members of the Three 
Affiliated Tribes. 

All officers and employees of the Interior Department are ordered to 
abide by the provisions of the said Constitution and Bylaws. - 

Approval recommended June 3. 1936. 
JOHN COLLIER. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 
HAROLD L. ICICES. 

Secretary of the Interior 
[SEAL) 

WASHINGTON. D. C., June 29, 1936. 
•••• e lewion• 
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